
COMMUNITY REQUEST FY 2020

FY 2019 President’s Request: $1.11 Billion
FY 2018 Enacted: $1.3 Billion

$1.46 B
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USAID 
Operating 
Expenses

DESCRIPTION
The U.S. Agency for International Development’s (USAID) global engagement is essential to defending U.S. 
national security, asserting U.S. leadership and influence, and advancing stability, security, and prosperity 
worldwide.

WHAT DOES THIS BUY?
Funding supports the salaries and expenses of Washington-based and overseas employees, personal service con-
tractors, employees hired by other federal agencies but assigned to USAID, and associated support costs, while 
ensuring prudent stewardship and accountability of U.S. taxpayer dollars. Funds also go toward the moderniza-
tion of IT systems, which help to ensure that programs operate more transparently and effectively. 

JUSTIFICATION FOR THE REQUEST
 • USAID has transformed into an evidence-based and 
results-oriented organization. It has helped communities lift 
themselves out of poverty by focusing on economic solutions 
and market-based approaches. 

 • USAID staff continue to serve in the Frontline States of 
Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Iraq.

U.S. INTEREST 
USAID operating expenses support the global engagement of 
USAID staff. This engagement is essential to defending U.S. 
national security, maintaining U.S. leadership, and furthering sta-
bility around the globe.

USAID leads 
international 
development and 
humanitarian 
efforts to save lives, 
reduce poverty, strengthen 
democratic governance, 
and help people progress 
beyond assistance. 



Looking to the Future

Funding levels may not accurately reflect those in the appropriations bills and/or reports due to rounding. 

For more information, contact:
policy@interaction.org | (202) 667-8227 | www.InterAction.org

We would like to hear your feedback on our annual publication.
Please visit www.surveymonkey.com/r/Choose_to_Invest_FY2020 to provide feedback.
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USAID Operating Expenses – TITLE II

BOLD VISION
 • USAID is undergoing a transformation process that will make it more efficient and responsive. With 
increased funding these changes could impact a broader population, impacting the lives of more beneficiaries.

 • Increased funding could help restore critical in-house expertise and capabilities, including the ability to 
design and implement intelligent development programming that would contribute to the overall goals of end-
ing poverty, better governance, and achieving progress that make countries more resilient.

IMPACT OF CUTS
 • Funding cuts to USAID operations prevent the agency from achieving optimum results. This includes 
oversight of U.S. taxpayers’ dollars, response to ongoing and rising crises that jeopardize U.S. security, and 
innovative development.

 • Cuts decrease USAID’s technical expertise in vital programs and threaten efficiency and effectiveness.
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5 YEAR FUNDING HISTORY

Cuts decrease USAID’s technical expertise 
and threaten efficiency and effectiveness.




