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COMMUNITY REQUEST FY 2020

DESCRIPTION
Funding for Adaptation, Clean Energy, and Sustainable Landscapes supports activities to adapt to the impacts of 
climate change, reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, and build more resilient and sustainable economies.

WHAT DOES THIS BUY?
Funds are provided to partners through grants, cooperative agreements, and other mechanisms to implement 
programming to adapt to climate change, promote clean energy, and support sustainable landscapes. 

JUSTIFICATION FOR THE REQUEST
 • One billion people still lack access to any form of electricity.1 

 • Coastal areas comprise only 20% of available land but are home to almost half of the world’s population. They 
are threatened by rising ocean temperatures and levels and an increasing number of weather-related emer-
gencies.2 

ADAPTATION
By 2050, 50 million more people – equivalent to the population of Spain – will be at risk of going hungry 
because of climate change. In addition, there could be 25 million more malnourished children under the age of 
5 - the equivalent to every child under 5 in the United States and Canada combined. 

CLEAN ENERGY
The energy system represents 68% of global GHG emissions;3 however, only 23% of total energy production 
comes from renewable resources.

SUSTAINABLE LANDSCAPES
 • Agriculture, forests, and land use represent about 25% of global GHG emissions, and natural climate solutions 
in this sector represent up to 37% of the means to meet the 2-degree goal by 2030.4

 • Sustainable landscapes provide significant benefits including increased biodiversity and cleaner air and water.

U.S. INTEREST 
 • The impacts of climate change, variability, and extreme events outside of the U.S are affecting and are virtually 
certain to increasingly affect U.S. trade and the economy, including import and export prices, and businesses 
with overseas operations and supply chains.5

 • The impacts of climate change, variability, and extreme events will likely slow or reverse social and economic 
progress in developing countries, undermining international investments and assistance and increasing the 
need for humanitarian action and disaster relief.6

 • Climate change, variability, and extreme events, in conjunction with other factors, can exacerbate conflict, 
which has implications for U.S. national security.7
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BOLD VISION
 • Additional funds could improve adaptation and biodiversity efforts and speed the transition to clean energy. 

 • Funds could help local populations and economies that depend on natural resources and favorable climate 
conditions, such as agriculture, fishing, and tourism adapt to climate change. 

IMPACT OF CUTS
 • Cuts could undermine development efforts. These programs are key to the sustainability of development proj-
ects in other sectors. Failure to fully fund these programs could result in losing the benefits of well-spent tax-
payer dollars in agriculture, food, and health programs. 

 • Cuts could put the world’s coastal populations at risk. “In Bangladesh tens of millions of people live at sea level 
and will be forced to move as their land is inundated with salt water. In Indonesia, about 300 million people live 
near the coast and are vulnerable to sea level rise.”8

1 “The Opportunity of the Commons,” Global Environment Facility. https://www.iucn.org/sites/dev/files/content/documents/gef_
globalcommonarticles_june2017_r2.pdf.

2 “Adaptation to Climate Change in Coastal Areas of the ECA Region: A contribution to the Umbrella Report on adaptation to climate change in ECA,” 
World Bank. http://siteresources.worldbank.org/ECAEXT/Resources/258598-1243892418318/Coastal.pdf.

3 “The Opportunity of the Commons,” Global Environment Facility. https://www.iucn.org/sites/dev/files/content/documents/gef_
globalcommonarticles_june2017_r2.pdf.

4 Griscom, Bronson W., et al. “Natural Climate Solutions,” Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States of America, October 
31, 2017, pp.11645-11650. http://www.pnas.org/content/114/44/11645.

5 USGCRP, 2018: Impacts, Risks, and Adaptation in the United States: Fourth National Climate Assessment, Volume II [Reidmiller, D.R., C.W. Avery, 
D.R. Easterling, K.E. Kunkel, K.L.M. Lewis, T.K. Maycock, and B.C. Stewart (eds.)]. U.S. Global Change Research Program, Washington, D.C., USA. 
doi:10.7930/NCA4.2018.

6 Ibid.
7 Ibid.
8 “Beyond Borders: Our Changing Climate – Its Role in Conflict and Displacement,” Environmental Justice Foundation. https://ejfoundation.org/

resources/downloads/BeyondBorders.pdf.  
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