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COMMUNITY REQUEST FY 2020

$400 M

DESCRIPTION
Global Tuberculosis funding, in partnership with private and public donors, supports interventions that prevent, 
detect, and cure tuberculosis (TB). The U.S. works in 23 countries to provide high-quality screening, diagnosis, 
and treatment services for millions of people affected by TB and multidrug-resistant tuberculosis (MDR-TB).

WHAT DOES THIS BUY?
Funds support efforts to prevent and treat TB and MDR-TB, including screening, diagnosis, infection control, and 
healthcare worker training. Funds also support the effectiveness of Global Fund investments in TB. 

JUSTIFICATION FOR THE REQUEST
•• U.S.-developed innovations in TB diagnosis and treatment can now dramatically speed up diagnosis, shorten 
treatment, and save lives, provided they reach patients in time.

•• Between 2000-2016 U.S. funded investments contributed to an estimated 53 million lives saved from 
TB, including those coinfected with HIV/AIDS.1

•• TB is curable yet it is frequently economically devestating for individual families because of the long course of 
treatment.

•• In USAID-supported countries, the rate of new cases of TB has decreased 25% since 2000.2

•• Since 2012, U.S. efforts have reduced the cost of treatment for MDR-TB by 50%. 

•• Worldwide, TB is one of the top 10 causes of death and the leading cause from a single infectious agent, 
above HIV/AIDS.4 TB kills three people every minute.3 

•• In 2017, 10 million developed TB; almost 500,000 were multidrug resistant; and 1.6 million people died.4 

U.S. INTEREST 
•• Roughly 36% of people with active TB go untreated each year, and one person with active, untreated TB can 
spread the disease to as many as 15 other people in a year. As an airborne disease, TB presents a unique threat 
that knows no borders; multidrug-resistant tuberculosis poses a special national security threat, and by acting 
in a concerted manner now, we can reduce the potential of drug-resistant TB in the future.

•• Tuberculosis funding supports U.S. national security by reducing the number of cases and by developing the 
capacity around the world to prevent, detect, and respond to dangerous outbreaks that have the potential to 
pose an immediate and significant threat to the health and safety of Americans. 

FY 2020 President’s Request: $261 Million
FY 2019 Enacted: $302 Million

Global 
Tuberculosis

TB kills three people every minute.



Looking to the Future

House Senate

5 YEAR FUNDING HISTORY
Funding levels may not accurately reflect those in the appropriations bills and/or reports due to rounding. 

We would like to hear your feedback on our annual publication.
Please visit www.surveymonkey.com/r/Choose_to_Invest_FY2020 to provide feedback.
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BOLD VISION
•• Additional investment could decrease the number of new cases of TB. Between 2016 and 2017, the rate of new 
cases of TB in USAID-supported countries fell six times more than in those not receiving U.S. bilateral assistance.

•• Additional investment could help identify and treat the people with TB (up to 40%) who are “missing,” meaning 
they are not registered or treated by national health programs.5 With growing support for ending TB at the high-
est political level in key countries, USAID can do much more to strengthen capacity and support self reliance.

IMPACT OF CUTS
While in 23 USAID focus countries new cases have fallen by 25% since 2000, further expansion of drug resistant 
types of TB could erase decades of progress in global control if left unchecked. Funding cuts would result in as 
many as 31,000 new TB cases, according to a Kaiser Family Foundation estimate.6

1	 “Tuberculosis,” USAID. https://www.usaid.gov/what-we-do/global-health/tuberculosis.
2	 “Global Tuberculosis Report 2018,” World Health Organization. http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/274453/9789241565646-eng.pdf?ua=1.
3	 “About us,” Stop TB Partnership. http://www.stoptb.org/about/.
4	 “Tuberculosis: Global Tuberculosis Report 2017,” World Health Organization. http://www.who.int/tb/publications/C2_2017GLOBAL_FACTSHEET.

pdf?ua=1.
5	 “CDC at the Forefront of Innovation in the Global Fight Against TB,” Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. https://www.cdc.gov/globalhivtb/

images/dght-tb-factsheet.pdf.
6	 “What Could U.S. Budget Cuts Mean for Global Health?” http://www.kff.org/global-health-policy/issue-brief/what-could-us-budget-cuts-mean-for-

global-health/.


