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Intensifying Need for 
Climate Adaptation
Climate change is here� 

Current global warming projections indicate that we are fast approaching a “three�degree world”�double 
the temperature increase that the IPCC Special Report on Climate warned of in ����� With the threats of 
COVID��� � climate change� and the debt crisis creating barriers for governments to provide basic services� it has 
never been more important to address the underlying causes of vulnerability� reduce risk� and build resilience to 
changing climates� 

Climate change could compound the e�ects of 
COVID��� on poverty� with the World Bank estimating 
that ��� million people  will slip back into extreme 
poverty by ���� due to climate change� Left 
unaddressed� nearly ��� million people  could require 
international humanitarian assistance for extreme 
weather disasters by ����� roughly double those in need today� In Latin America� Sub�Saharan Africa� and 
Southeast Asia alone� ��� million people  could be forced into climate change�induced migration by ����� 

Indigenous peoples� low�income communities� coastal and small�island residents� women� and other vulnerable 
populations are predicted to experience the worst of climate impacts� forcing many to either adapt or move� No 
group will face the e�ects of climate change or environmental harm for longer than children� Yet� children are 
consistently overlooked in the design and content of climate policies and related processes�

The need for communities to adapt to these changes is very high�such as changes to protect their well�being 
due to intensifying �ooding� heatwaves� decreased crop yields� and more� Without adaptation� climate change 
may depress growth in global agriculture yields up to ��% by ���� � a�ecting more than ��� million small farms  
globally� Already� climate change is undermining the food security of rural people around the world�a recent 
report  from the Global Network Against Food Crises and Food Security Information Network found that in ���� 
the severity and magnitude of global food insecurity increased� with at least ��� million people in �� countries and 

Nearly ��� million people could require 
international humanitarian assistance 
for extreme weather disasters by �����
roughly double those in need today�
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