
CLIMATE CHANGE &  
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
People around the world are experiencing both the subtle 
and strong effects of climate change. Shifting weather 
patterns, rising sea levels, extensive flooding, and more 
extreme weather events are all clear and devastating 
evidence of a rapidly changing climate. Climate change 
threatens our ability to ensure global food security, 
eradicate poverty, and achieve sustainable development.

U.S. efforts to support other countries’ natural resource 
management, as well as the mitigation and adaptation 
to climate change, are critical to ensuring adequate 
food and access to a safe water supply, sustainable 
economic growth, and good governance worldwide. These 
investments help limit warming, promote resilience to 
environmental shocks and stressors, and enhance local and 
national economies’ capacity to develop foreign markets 
for American goods, contributing to U.S. economic 
objectives.

FAST FACTS

 X By 2030, the impacts from climate change could pull 
over 130 million people back into extreme poverty. 
Furthermore, over the last 20 years, the negative 
impacts from climate change have caused the most 
at-risk economies to lose more than half of their 
economic growth potential.

 X Over the last five years, USAID provided over $650 
million in direct and indirect climate adaptation 
assistance programs to help communities better 
adapt to climate change impacts. These investments 
resulted in:
• 127.7 million new beneficiaries gaining access 

to electricity.
• More than 23 countries gaining satellite 

meteorology information and more than 10 
million people using weather and climate data to 
reduce their vulnerability.

• The development of a drought-tolerant maize 
variety that has been used by over 6 million 
smallholder farmers in 13 African countries.

 X Between 2010 and 2019, USAID’s energy programs 
helped install more than 162,000 MW of new 
renewable energy capacity across 20 focus countries, 
while mobilizing more than $190 billion in private 
investment.

 X By 2050 up to 216 million people could be forced to 
migrate, primarily due to drought, water scarcity, and 
lack of agricultural productivity.

 X Since 2016, USAID’s Sustainable Landscapes 
programs have helped mobilize over $500 million of 
private investment to protect, manage, and restore 
globally important forests, wetlands, and agricultural 
lands, as well as improve local livelihoods.

KEY U.S. LEGISLATION, 
STRATEGIES & PROGRAMS

 X Strategies:
• USAID Climate Strategy 2022-2030
• USAID Biodiversity Policy
• USAID Climate-Resilient Development
• President’s Emergency Plan for Adaptation 

and Resilience (PREPARE)
• Millennium Challenge Corporation Climate 

Change Strategy
 X Programs:

• USAID’s Sustainable Landscapes
• USAID’s Renewable Energy
• NASA and USAID’s SERVIR Global
• U.S. Development Finance Corporation 

(DFC) Climate program
• Millenium Challenge Corporation’s (MCC) 

Climate program

The Climate Advocacy Working Group advocates 
for U.S. and multilateral policies, approaches, and 
resources to decelerate climate change and support 
the world’s most vulnerable to adapt to its impacts.
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https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2021/11/climate-migrants-when-your-house-is-no-longer-home/
https://www.v-20.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Climate-Vulnerable-Economies-Loss-Report_June-14_compressed-1.pdf
https://www.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/2022-05/Climate-Adaptation-for-Food-Water-Security.pdf
https://www.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/2022-05/Climate-Adaptation-for-Food-Water-Security.pdf
https://www.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/2022-05/2021-Power-Africa-Annual-Report.pdf
https://www.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/documents/USAID_ENRM_Factsheet_Adaptation.pdf
https://www.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/2022-05/Climate-Adaptation-for-Food-Water-Security.pdf
https://www.usaid.gov/climate/renewable-energy
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2022-06/Drought in Numbers %28English%29.pdf
https://www.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/2022-05/USAID_ENRM_Factsheet_Sustainable_Landscapes.pdf#:~:text=USAID%20has%20worked%20with%20more%20than%20two%20dozen,and%20agricultural%20land%20impairs%20development%20and%20drives%20emissions.
https://www.usaid.gov/climate/strategy
https://www.usaid.gov/biodiversity/policy
https://www.usaid.gov/climate/adaptation/resilient-development-framework
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/PREPARE-Action-Plan.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/PREPARE-Action-Plan.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.mcc.gov/resources/doc/climate-change-strategy
https://www.mcc.gov/resources/doc/climate-change-strategy
https://www.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/2022-05/USAID_ENRM_Factsheet_Sustainable_Landscapes.pdf#:~:text=USAID%20has%20worked%20with%20more%20than%20two%20dozen,and%20agricultural%20land%20impairs%20development%20and%20drives%20emissions.
https://www.usaid.gov/climate/renewable-energy
https://servirglobal.net/
https://www.dfc.gov/climate
https://www.dfc.gov/climate
https://www.mcc.gov/about/priority/climate
https://www.mcc.gov/about/priority/climate
https://www.interaction.org/working-groups/
http://www.interaction.org/
https://twitter.com/InterActionOrg

